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I am enclosing herewith a manuscript entitled “[Field assessment of cowpea genotypes for drought tolerance]” submitted to “[Field crops research]” for possible evaluation. 
With the submission of this manuscript I would like to undertake that the above mentioned manuscript has not been published elsewhere, accepted for publication elsewhere. Nevertheless, it previously sent to Journal of Plant Breeding and Genetics for review and publication in February 2016. Since we did her from the journal we retrieve the article. Before the retrieval three email correspondences were sent to Journal of Plant Breeding and Genetics chief editor that remained without any reaction from him.  My Institute’s [INERA (National Institute for Environmental and agricultural Research)] representative is fully aware of this submission.

Select Type of Submitted manuscript: 

· Original Article

· Review Article

· Mini-Review 

· Short Communication

· Clinical Article 

· Perspective

· Editorial

· Any other (specify the type of manuscript)

For the Editor-in-Chief, I would like to disclose the following information about the project:

The research project was conducted under my Ph.D. thesis activities 
This research project was conducted from      2012____________  to  2014___________






          Starting date
     Ending date

My Research Project was partially or fully sponsored by {GCP (Generation Challenge Programme)} with grant number {write the grant number here}. If you have undergone your research project without any financial assistance, then you must provide information who was the sponsor of the project? 

Detail of the each author with his/her contribution in this paper is as under:

	Name of the author and e-mail ID
	Types of contribution

	Dr. Jean-Baptiste Tignegre : racinetignegre@yahoo.com 
	Helped in conducting field screening process, data analysis and the review of document

	Sidibe Hamadou: hamadousidibe22@yahoo.fr 
	Helped in conducting field screening process, data analysis

	Zongo Hamadou: zongo_hamadou@yahoo.fr 
	Helped in conducting field screening process, data analysis

	Dr. Jeremy Ouedraogo
Jouedraogo5@hotmail.com 
	As a former Responsible of my lab at INERA,  Helped in conducting field screening process, data analysis and the review of document

	
	


I would also like to share the following information with Editor-in-Chief
I have the following similar manuscripts already published from this project:

	


For quick understanding about the importance of the project following are the significant findings of my submitted article? 

	· The variability of cowpea genotypes in response to drought tolerance was determine
· The performance of cowpea genotypes under drought stress was assessed 
· The promising drought tolerant, high yielding genotypes for a development of new varieties with drought tolerance were identified


How findings of this research work are unique in their nature?

	In the past, large adaption genotypes and short maturing varieties were considered as drought tolerant. Studies showed that these varieties were just escaping drought. This work based on imposing stress to all genotyped allowed identified genotyped that can thrive in spite of drought.  The use of quantitative indices in this study allowed a good discrimination between drought tolerant low/high yield cultivar and high/low yielding susceptible cultivar. The use of the four classes of genotypes. Plotting the genotypes over the PC1 and PC2 with quantitative indices of stress tolerance and stressed and non-stressed yield, genotypes were distributed over the coordinate space indicating different drought adaptation and yielding ability. Different clusters of genotypes were identified as described by Fernandez (1992). High yielding and drought tolerant genotypes (yield not significantly reduced by drought) (group A), high yielding and drought susceptible genotypes (reduced by drought) (Group B), low yielding and drought tolerant genotypes (group C) and low yielding and drought susceptible genotypes (group D).
Genotypes like Djouroum local, KVx404-8-1, IT98K-1111-1, Gorom Local, CB27, IT93K-693-2, Mouride, and KVx61-1 were clustered in group A. Genotypes like KVx396-4-5-2D, Melakh, Apagbaala, KVx775-33-2, BulkF7/SR, and IT95K-1479 were found in group B. KVx745-11P, KVx525, KVx414-22-2, Pobe local, KVx421-2J, and IT98K-205-8 were clustered in group C while Bambey 21, Moussa Local, F8/SR, Kaya local, and IT99K-499-39 were in group D. The biplot displays showed a clear indication of genetic variability for yield under drought conditions for the screened cowpea genotypes suggesting that improvement for yield under drought conditions could be achieved.  




A paragraph explaining why your manuscript is appropriate for the selected journal

	The manuscript is dealing with the performances of genotypes under water stress conditions. This information is vital for decision taking in the breeding program: such as the selection of parent to be crossed for drought tolerance varieties development in Burkina Faso. So the manuscript is in the scope of this journal and is appropriate for it.
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